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avoid increasing the confusion which already exists,
I have adhered to the terms in use in the fine Botany
trade, with which I am most familiar; and to avoid
mistakes in doubtful cases I have tried to make my
meaning clear in the text.
I am glad to acknowledge the courtesy with which
I have been treated by every firm to whom I have
applied for information.
Mr. W. Andrews kindly supplied the sales statistics
contained in Chapter I.
Mr. F. H. Bentham not only sent the particulars
of Noble comb circles, printed in Chapter X., but worked
out for me the valuable data as to spacing, which appear
with them for the first time.
Messrs. Hoyle & Preston sent me drawings and
statistics of Lister combs, Chapter VIII.
Messrs. Samuel Law & Sons supplied particulars of
card clothing, Chapter IV.
Messrs. J. & W. M'Naught allowed me to use a
drawing of their washing machinery, Chapter II.
Messrs. John Petrie, Jun., Ltd., have placed a block
of their drying machine and a drawing at my disposal.
To Messrs. Prince, Smith & Sons I am indebted for
working drawings of their comb, and the photograph
in Chapter XI.
Messrs. Taylor, Wordsworth & Co. have not only
supplied particulars of preparing machinery and combs
but they have checked some of my calculations, and
lent three blocks and a photograph.
It was due to the kindness of Professor Beaumont,
M.I.M.E., that I was able to make my carding tests on
one of the machines at the Yorkshire College, and I have
also to thank him for the offer of statistics and an
illustration.
Professor Procter,  F.I.C.,  has kindly corrected the